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Standish house
heritage speaks

for itseff

By DOROTHY KAVKA

You can altmost picure the doughty betcfaclor of
the Pilgring, Capt, Myies Standish striding down
frony the hill later named for gy 4, his bayside dcres
in Duxburys Goose Poing area as you stany before (he
door of the house erecled by his son, Alexander, peg,

he very spot on which Mylos' own home once stood --
4 quarter mijle 4wWay, nearer Dlyiouth. Part of the 100
deres deeded (g Myles when he and his friend John
Alden settleq g Duxbury in 1631. the area looks much

¢ same as i nag when (he Mayflower skirled the
l\dassachusells coast from the south, looking for 3 safe
larbor,

PRESENT-IMY OWNERS of the Alexander Stan.
dlish house, David ang Dorothy Palten, have lived here
for 27 years and only had (o remove a singje wall (o
exlend the “kecping room,” op living room area of (he
house, which includes the ancien! brick fireplace
where women of the Standish family Prepared meajs
for over 100 years, The pumpkin pine Panelling of the
mterior with the oid latches intact, bookshelves along
the Sides, comfortably upholstere chairs ang sofas for
relaxing before the fire, and the nwmneroys keepsakes
brought from all over () world during Mr. Patten's
Service-connecteq assignments Mmake 1t a cozy and
endearing nterior.

The original Eranite slab which forms the tdoorstep
ol the ancient house has the much-worn Jook of man
comings ang Beings over the Years, and the Plantings

of native cedars, Ilacs, wisteria, bridaf wrealh ang

striped gragg about the doorway with an outside
“stoop"* eouspire (o give the deceplively small
wenlhcrworn-shinglcd house an almost primitive Jogk.

The chinmey oy, e gambrel rool bears . the
TNCrals 1656 and limbers from, some earlier houge,
Possibly from the very house occupied by Myles until
his death ip 1656, were used in the construction as
shown by the charred beamy of the atjc area) which
had been blackened by their proximity to 5 fireplace,
Both the chimney ung the hearth of thjs house are
of imported English bricj_

NOW THE, FRONT entrance of the house from the
driveway down off Standish sy the other side of the
house - facing the bay and barren salt-marsh — wag
once the frong, Sunny yelow curlains are pseq by
Dorothy Palten at tj)e windows of {he house and,
naturally, there is ;4 fine schnonep paunling over (he
fireplaee,
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She and her husband divide their time between the
Slandish house and the Goose Point beach cottage
down the slope of their 25 acres nearer the bay. An
exlended, sectional one-level building with pafio, it
nestles here amid saltmarsh hay and bayberries,
providing ample space for foundation-growing of
flowers which like the sea air. Mr. Patton is busily
working here to contrel shrubs, weeds and grasses —
“a very particular M.I.T, type.” according to his wife.

Stationed in Washington, D.C . during World War |
for several years and he a captain in the Navy during
World War'I1, the Paltens have seen plenty of the
outside world and really enjoy their quiet retreat on
Goose Point now where the stillness is only broken by
the call of the bob white and by the visits of frierds and
relatives. They have nine grandchildren,

The paved patio betore the beuch house overlooks
the bay: there's an ancient hooked rug dated 1825

doorway leading outside and authentic
~.~5’§f$f§- ”{:earrlh'gc' };nnef.‘zp's"‘?'ramc' the “comtorting

firepiace on coal evenings. Tastetul furnishings in the
cottage emphasize decor which is native (o New
Lngland. Even (he piilows on the sofa are covered with
prints of mallard ducks.

Listed in Samyel Chamberlain’s photographic
“Open House in New England” from the 1940's as a
place to see in Massachusetts historicity, the Alex-
ander Standish House is pictured on P, 30 of Dorothy
Wentworlh's new book, *The Settlement and Growth
of Duxbury. "

Historical Aspects

One of four sons of Myles Standish. the sturdy
captain (whose grave lies beside that of his heloved
daughter, loary — who wove the first American
sampler known in wide bands of geometrical and flora!
designs which may be seen 1n the Plymouth An-
bquarian House) was from his beginrings a soldier in
the service of the Queen. Born in 1584 in Cherley,.
Lancashine, England (the “'seat” of the Protestant
branch of the Standish family), he served against the
Duke of Alba in the Nethertands. remaining there with
the group of expatriated Scparatists and joining the
Pilgrims through a sense of adventyre,

Statue of Myles Standish erected in 1874
on Captain’s Hill in Duxbury was subject
of controversy concerning the meaning
of his outstrerched hand.




tiay iy one of the Mayflower passengers with
practical _experience in camping, he became their

Merchant Adventurers anqg the Council for New
England who had financed the trip of the Mayflower,

His first wife, Rose, having died during the firs(
harsh winter jn the New World, he married her sister,
Barbara, and moved to the wooded point of land

‘Pasture and cultivatable land. The hill, which ever
since has heen called Captain's Hi)] and which draws
thousands of visitors each year, was used as a beacon
*“lighthouse” for warnings of Indian attack, This js
where the Standish monument now stands.

of granite with cornerstone containing a memoria]
plate laid under the superintendence of the Ancient
and Honorable Artillery Co, of Massachuserts in the
presence of the Standish Monument Association by the
M. W, Grand Lodge of the IFree Masons of the state,
This oceurred on the 252nd anniversary of the settle.
ment of the colony,

Controversial Statye
There was some consternation on the part of loca)
civilians whep Myles, depicted in vpical Pilgrim
clothing, with one hand held out toward the east, was

the monument, toppling Myles’ head to the ground, but
each time it has been reinstated and visitors to the
reservation on Captain’s Hill stil climb the steep
stairs to the top. The monument Was not compieted
until 1895.

LITTLE 1S KNOWN about his son, Alexander
Standish, except that his first wife was Sarah,
daughter of John ang Priscilla Mullins Alden, They
had seven children, and by his second wife, Desire, he
had four more. He served as fown clerk of Duxbury,
and lived a quiet life as farmer and good citizen.

¢ and all the Standishes of the first few
generations lie at rest in the local cemetery beside the
Congregational Church. In 1889 jt is claimed Rev. E .
V. Huiggin discovered the grave of Myles His skeleton
gave evidence of greal physical strength But it didn't
lake discovery of 3 skeleton to prove (his heroic figure,
this rugged character during strenuous times (which
produce great men) merited the honor hestowed 1n g
monument to both hijs integrity and unwavering
ieadership, e still stands staunch and  faithiyl
overlooking the bay and the home to wkich he gave the
name of his ancestral “seal’ in Fngland,
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Mrs. David Patten seated by the front entrance,
bury home — the Alexander Standish house — wi

date 1666 on the chimney.

which was originally the rear, of her Dux-
th its original granite slab “'stoop" and the

Patten's comfortable home at 341 Standish St., Goose Point, Dux-
pkin pine panelling with its hand-wrought door latches and
tandish, son of Myles Standish.

The living room of Mrs.
bury, contains the original pum
fireplace built by Alexander S
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